
How can I match the GEOID from data.census.gov with the GEOID 
from the TIGER/Line Shapefiles? 

 
In comparison to GEOIDs in the TIGER/Line Shapefiles, the GEOIDs in .csv 
downloads from data.census.gov contain nine extra characters in the beginning 
that identify the: 

• 3-digit summary level 
• 2-digit geographic variant 
• 2-digit geographic component 
• “US” 

Using this quick trick in Excel, you can create a new column to remove the first 
nine characters.  This will allow you to connect the data from your 
data.census.gov download with the TIGER/Line Shapefiles so you can map it.  

In the download from data.census.gov:  

• Open the .csv download that contains “data_with_overlays” in the file 
name using Microsoft Excel.  Please check out the flyer on How to 
Download Tables as a CSV File if you need help getting this step. 

• Find the column labeled “GEO_ID.”  It will often appear in column A.  If 
GEO_ID is placed in a different column, copy and insert it in column A.   

• Right click column B and click “Insert.” 
• Using the MID function, we can populate this new column with only the 

portion of the GEO_ID after “US.”  
o Click into cell B3. 
o Type the formula =MID(A3,10,LEN(A3)) and press enter. 

This tells Excel to look at the GEO_ID in cell A3 and keep the values 
from the 10th character forward. 

 

 

 

 

https://www2.census.gov/data/api-documentation/how-to-download-a-table-as-a-csv-file.pdf
https://www2.census.gov/data/api-documentation/how-to-download-a-table-as-a-csv-file.pdf


• Apply the formula in cell B3 to the entire column with these steps: 
o Click into cell B3. 
o In the lower right, you will see a green square.  Double click it to 

apply this formula across all the GEOIDs.  Your results should look 
similar to the example below. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After completing these steps, you will be able to connect the GEOID from the 
TIGER/Line Shapefiles with the new GEOID you created in column B.  
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